To the Editor.'
We read with interest the article by Ouchi et aI. (1996) , in which th� authors indicated that the cholinergic sys tem in the basal forebrain may regulate cerebral cortical glucose metabolism through direct excitation of cortical neurons in rats. In the study, they determined the cerebral glucose metabolic rate (CMRgIc) and related rate con In normal rats (A), two symmetric regions of high radio activity (Fig. I, arrow) were evident in the slice (a) which were almost the same as those in the frontal cortices presented by Ouchi et aI. These regions of radioactivity were observed even after removal of the brain (B), im plying that they were caused by extracranial accumula tion of radioactivity. Watanabe et al. (1975 Watanabe et al. ( , 1980 
